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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
July 13, 2020 

Meeting was held in the Harrietstown Townhall Auditorium with seating capacity for 
50 people with social distancing and the wearing of masks. The meeting was 
also streamed through Zoom. 

Everyone stood for the pledge of allegiance lead by Trustee Catillaz. 

ROLL CALL FOR REGULAR MEETING: Present: Mayor Clyde Rabideau  
Trustees: Thomas Catillaz, Richard Shapiro, Patrick Murphy and Melinda Little.   
Staff also present: Village Manager, John Sweeney, Village Clerk Kareen Tyler, 
Administrative Assistant Cassandra Hopkins, and Community Development Director, 
Jamie Konkoski. 

AUDITING: 
Chair Rabideau called for a motion to approve payment for the 2020 budget     
$ 1,932.50 voucher number 11044284 to 1104400   for the 2021 budget         
$ 921,375.50 voucher number 11044285 to 11044419 complete detail of these 
vouchers is attached and made part of these minutes.  
Motion: Little Second: Murphy 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes  

Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion to approve minute of June 22, 2020 
Motion: Little  Second: Shapiro 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: abstain, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes  

CORRESPONDENCE: Letter from Cherrie Racette, Letter from County of Franklin 
Solid Waste Management, Police Report 
Chair Rabideau called for motion to accept and place on file the above referenced 
correspondence. 
Motion: Catillaz  Second: Little 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes  

ITEMS FOR BOARD ACTION:         

Bill 66-2020 Award Sand Screening Bid 
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Catillaz Second: Murphy 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes 

Bill 67-2020 Authorize Contract with Scooters Cleaning Service for Police 
Department 
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Litlle  Second: Shapiro 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes  
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Bill 68-2020 Authorize Agreement with BOCES 
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion:Little   Second: Catillaz 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes 

Bill 69-2020 Arts & Culture Advisory Board Appointments Elaine Taylor-Wilde, 
Shaun Kittle and Emilie Allen 
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Little  Second: Murphy 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: abstain, Little: yes  

Bill 70-2020 Appoint Trustee Little and Trustee Murphy as Liaisons for Groups 
Utilizing Village Property for Expression  
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Catillaz Second: Murphy 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes  

Bill 71-2020 Diversity Training for Village Employees 
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Little  Second: Shapiro 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes 

Bill 72-2020 Authorize Sidewalk Chalk Art for Downtown Saranac Lake 
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Shapiro  Second: Little 
Motion to TABLE: Little Second: Murphy 
Roll Call to Table:  Catillaz: no, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: no, Little: yes, Rabideau: yes 

Bill 73-2020 Establish Sidewalk Chalk Event  
A copy of the bill is attached and made part of these minutes     
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion.      
Motion: Little  Second: Murphy 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  
Tim Fortune: an email sent in prior to the meeting 
Sunita Halasz:  an email sent in prior to the meeting 
Sarah Curtis statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Chris Morris, statement and the letters he is referring to are attached and made part of 
these minutes 
Erin Cass, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Kaet O’Brien, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Jenny Curtis, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Trevor Sussey, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Zohar Gitlis, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
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Trevor Jackson, taxpayer, wants the blight in the village addressed and delegation of 
work to the appropriate village employee  
Dani Delani, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Kayla Laduco, statement is attached and made part of these minutes 
Lindy Ellis, Franklin County Legislator, a milk and produce giveaway will be held at the 
high school on 7-18-20, no income requirement, drive thru pick of a dairy and produce 
box. 
Jake Vennie-Vollrath, thanked the village board for their public service and encouraged 
the continual live feed of meetings as it makes government more accessible.  

BUSINESS: 
Update on Repairs of 3 Main Street 
Trustee Murphy thanked the members of the audience for their comments 

MOTION TO ADJOURN       
Chair Mayor Rabideau called for a motion to adjourn 
Motion: Catillaz Second: Little 
Roll Call:  Catillaz: yes, Murphy: yes, Shapiro: yes, Little: yes 

Respectfully submitted,  
Kareen Tyler, Village Clerk 
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Sent via email: 7/13/2020 
 
Dear Mayor and Village Trustees, 
 
They say there are only two emotions, love and fear.  When we don't understand someone, 
then sometimes fear steps in. How can we possibly fully understand another person's 
challenges when prejudice is present in their lives?   As a community we must try to overcome 
that barrier due to any lack of personal experience concerning racism.   
 
It has to start with listening to others and letting them tell their stories no matter how 
uncomfortable.  If we as a society and a community do not reach out and create a safe 
environment for communicating our experiences and opinions then how can we create 
meaningful and lasting change.  Perhaps reaching out to other communities that have gone 
through this process can help lead to solutions.  
 
We must also ask ourselves specific relevant questions.  Is racism systemic in Saranac Lake?  
How often is it reported?  Is it underreported?  What are the repercussions of blatant racism?  
Do we need to create policies to combat racism?  Do we need to ask for more expertise to 
create a path forward? 
 
Right now, we have more questions than answers. That can change with ongoing 
communication with those experiencing racism, policy makers, community leaders, the youth 
in our community and all others that will work for positive change. 
 
On a side note I do like Rich Shapiro's idea to create a week long "Chalk In" on the downtown 
sidewalks to express positive expressions of peace, love and inclusion. 
 
 
Thank you,  
 
Tim Fortune   Chair of the Downtown Advisory Board 
 
 
 














































